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inexorable but not unjust to be the instrument of
repairing the mischief which he himself had largely
caused. His political failings had brought matters to
this pass; his political gifts were now to be employed,
since no other was equal to the task, to save the State
and pacify the country.
The new situation was not immediately taken into
consideration by the Cabinet. But Peel and the duke
saw at once that a crisis had come, and very shortly
after the close of the session the duke sent to Peel a
memorandum on the state of Ireland which he had
communicated to the king. Peel replied in two days
with a full exposition of his views. Having now fully
convinced himself that, though concession might still be
resisted, and resisted for a time with success, it ought
not to be so resisted by patriotic statesmen, he resolved
for his own part that, whatever might be the personal
sacrifices involved, he himself would no longer resist it.
He would give the ministers who undertook the settle-
ment all the assistance in his power, but he still thought
that it would not be advantageous to the king's ser-
vice that he should himself originate the measure as
a minister. " Every consideration/' he wrote, " of
private feelings and individual interests must be dis-
regarded. From a very strong sense of what is best for
the success of the measure, I relieve you from all
difficulties with respect to myself. I do not merely
volunteer my retirement at whatever may be the most
convenient time j I do not merely give you the promise
that out of office (be the sacrifices that I foresee, private
and public, what they may) I will cordially co-operate
with you in the settlement of this question, and cordially